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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: 

Although shown in the drawings there is no support in the specification for the 
receivers extending at 180 degrees in opposite directions. The applicant is required to 
amend the specification to provide the proper antecedent support. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4,6,7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent #5,694,728 to HEATH, Jr. et al. In claims 1 and 7, the 
applicant is reminded that substantially clearly implies that something less than the 
exact amount can be required. HEATH, Jr. et al. discloses the use of a component (50) 
for receiving a plurality of extending siding strips (16) wherein the component (50) 
includes an elongate body (52) for abutting against a planar wall, column 5, lines 2-5, 
first and second (64) receivers substantially 180 degrees in opposite directions, see 
figure 2, each for receiving a portion a portion of the horizontally extending siding strips 
(16), and an outwardly bowed portion (colored red). Each receiver (64) is substantially 
U-shaped and includes a first wall (colored green) for at least partially covering the end 
of the siding strip (16), an end wall (EW) connected to the first wall (colored green), and 
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a fastener receiving portion (60) for abutting the wall of the building (14), column 5, lines 
2-5, see the marked attachment from the previous Official Action. Although the first and 
second receivers of the component of HEATH, Jr. et al. do not extend at exactly or 
precisely 180 degrees, they do extend substantially or close to 180 degrees in opposing 
directions. In considering the fact that the component (50) does not have receivers that 
extend at 180 degrees, the applicant is reminded it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that in instances when 
the siding member are to cover a larger sized horizontally extending wall perhaps a 
component similar to the component (50) having receivers extending in exact 
horizontally opposing directions or at 180 degrees be employed in order to 
accommodate a planar or more flat and vertically horizontal wall surface. Hence, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the device of HEATH, Jr. et al. include receivers that extend 
substantially at 180 degrees in opposing directions. For instance, a wall structure 
similar to say the back side of the structure as shown in figure 1 of HEATH, JR. et al. 
not including any window or door openings might require a plurality of horizontally 
adjacently and vertically stacked siding members wherein an attachment of some sort 
would be needed in order to connect the horizontally adjacent siding members. Hence, 
a member having opposing receivers extending in opposing directions or 180 degrees, 
as indicated above would be appropriate in order to attach the siding to the planar wall 
surface. Regarding claim 2, as stated above, the system of HEATH, Jr. et al. includes 
integral fastener receiving portions (60). In reference to claims 3 and 4, the outwardly 
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bowed portion (colored red) of HEATH, Jr. et al. is integrally connected to a portion of 
each receiver (64) and includes indicia (58), column 5, lines 11-13, that stimulates the 
appearance of the system. Regarding claim 6, as stated earlier, each receiver includes 
an end wall (EW), see the marked attachment from the previous Official Action. In 
reference to claim 7, the end walls (EW) are substantially parallel and are spaced apart. 
Regarding claim 9, the first wall (colored green) of each receiver (64) is indirectly 
integrally connected to and end of the outwardly bowed portion (colored red) through 
the end wall (EW); wherein, the outwardly bowed portion (colored red) simulates the 
appearance of a log, column 5, lines 11-13. In reference to claim 10, the fastener 
receiving portion (60) is elongated relative to the first wall (colored green) of the 
corresponding receiver (64). 

Claims 11-13 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent #5,694,728 to HEATH, Jr. et al. In claims 11-13, the 
applicant is reminded that substantially clearly implies that something less than the 
exact amount can be required. HEATH, Jr. et al. discloses the use of a vertically 
extending component (50) for receiving at least a first and at least a second 
substantially horizontally extending siding strips (16) wherein the component (50) 
includes an elongate body (52) for abutting against a planar wall, column 5, lines 2-5, 
first and second (64) receivers substantially 180 degrees in opposite directions, see 
figure 2, each for receiving a portion a portion of the horizontally extending siding strips 
(16), and an outwardly bowed portion (colored red). Each receiver (64) is substantially 
U-shaped and includes a first wall (colored green) for at least partially covering the end 
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of the siding strip (16), an end wall (EW) connected to the first wall (colored peen), and 
a fastener receiving portion (60) for abutting the wall of the building (14), column 5, lines 
2-5, see the marked attachment from the previous Official Action. Although the first and 
second receivers of the component of HEATH, Jr. et al. do not extend at exactly or 
precisely 180 degrees, they do extend substantially or close to 180 degrees in opposing 
directions. In considering the fact that the component (50) does not have receivers that 
extend at 180 degrees, the applicant is reminded it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that in instances when 
the siding member are to cover a larger sized horizontally extending wall perhaps a 
component similar to the component (50) having receivers extending in exact 
horizontally opposing directions or at 180 degrees be employed in order to 
accommodate a planar or more flat and vertically horizontal wall surface. Hence, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the device of HEATH, Jr. et al. include receivers that extend 
substantially' at 180 degrees in opposing directions. For instance, a wall structure 
similar to say the back side of the structure as shown in figure 1 of HEATH, JR. et al. 
not including any window or door openings might require a plurality of horizontally 
adjacently and vertically stacked siding members wherein an attachment of some sort 
would be needed in order to connect the horizontally adjacent siding members. Hence, 
a member having opposing receivers extending in opposing directions or 180 degrees, 
as indicated above would be appropriate in order to attach the siding to the planar wall 
surface. Regarding claim 12, the first and second siding strips (16) are positioned 
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substantially in the same vertical plane (colored blue), see the marked attachment. In 
reference to claim 13, the first and second siding strips (16) are positioned substantially 
in the same horizontal plane (colored yellow), see the marked attachment. Regarding 
claim 15, the system of HEATH, Jr. et al. further includes at least one fastener 
(unlabeled), column 5, line 2-4, for fastening each fastener receiving portion (60) to the 
wall of a building (14). Regarding claim 16, the first wall (colored green) of each receiver 
(64) is indirectly integrally connected to an end of the outwardly bowed portion (colored 
red) through the end wall (EW); wherein, the outwardly bowed portion (colored red) 
simulates the appearance of a log, column 5, lines 11-13. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,694,728 to HEATH, Jr. et al. The applicant is reminded that substantially 
clearly implies that something less than the exact amount can be required. The 
structure of HEATH, Jr. et al. inherently discloses the method for installing a plurality of 
siding members (16) including the steps of providing an elongated component (50) 
having an outwardly bowed body (colored red), see the marked attachment, first and 
second receivers (64) extending at substantially" 180 degrees in opposing directions, 
and a first wall (colored green), see the marked attachment; vertically orienting the 
elongated component (50); inserting the first end of the plurality of siding members (16) 
into one of a first or second receiver (64), inserting a second end of the plurality of 
siding members (16) into one of a first or second receiver (64); and affixing the siding 
members (16) to the wall (unlabeled) of a building (14), column 5, lines 2-5., wherein 
each receiver (64) includes a fastener receiving section (60) and the steps further 
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include placing at least one fastener through the fastener receiving section (60), column 
5, lines 11-13. Although the first and second receivers of the component of HEATH, Jr. 
et al. do not extend at exactly or precisely 180 degrees, they do extend substantially or 
close to 180 degrees in opposing directions. In considering the fact that the component 
(50) does not have receivers that extend at 180 degrees, the applicant is reminded it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that in instances when the siding member are to cover a larger sized 
horizontally extending wall perhaps a component similar to the component (50) having 
receivers extending in exact horizontally opposing directions or at 180 degrees be 
employed in order to accommodate a planar or more flat and vertically horizontal wall 
surface. Hence, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that the device of HEATH, Jr. et al. include receivers that 
extend substantially' at 180 degrees in opposing directions. For instance, a wall 
structure similar to say the back side of the structure as shown in figure 1 of HEATH, 
JR. et al. not including any window or door openings might require a plurality of 
horizontally adjacently and vertically stacked siding members wherein an attachment of 
some sort would be needed in order to connect the horizontally adjacent siding 
members. Hence, a member having opposing receivers extending in opposing 
directions or 180 degrees, as indicated above would be appropriate in order to attach 
the siding to the planar wall surface. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4,6,7,9-13 and 15-17 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Regarding the applicant's argument that the receivers of HEATH, Jr. et al. do not 
extend at 'substantially" 180 degrees, as per the applicant's own definition that 
"substantially" is "largely but not wholly that which is specified", clearly HEATH, Jr. et al. 
details that which is largely 180 degrees, but not wholly 180 degrees. In any event, as 
detailed above, the use of a component similar to the component (50) of HEATRH, Jr. 
et al. on an extensively long wall in within the skill of a worker in the art to use multiple 
adjacent members, as shown in HEATH, Jr. et al. attached by the component similar to 
the component (50) but incorporating receivers that extend exactly opposite to one 
another or at 180 degrees in order to be attached to the planar wall surface of the 
building. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1909. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (703) 308-0839. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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